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BOOK NOTICES 



Addresses and Sermons to Students. By 
David M. Steele. New York: Putnam, 
1918. Pp. ix+257. $1.25. 

Twelve addresses by the rector of the 
Church of St. Luke and the Epiphany in 
Philadelphia are contained in this book. Two 
chapters deal with theological seminaries and 
the mstitutional church; the others are devoted 
to subjects of vital interest to students espe- 
cially as they are about to graduate from the 
schools. Wholesome counsel, wise views of 
life, and a courageous facing of duty are blended 
with occasional light touches in the addresses 
to students. They are capital illustrations of 
commencement orations. In his discussion of 
the problems of theological education the 
writer falls into the easy method of criticism 
without adequate knowledge of the practical 
situation. It is rather easy to raise a laugh at 
the expense of apparent mistakes in the methods 
of training ministers, but to make a practically 
possible program to remedy those mistakes is 
not so easy; we do not find a single workable 
suggestion in the discussion. The chapter 
entitled "Why is a Seminary?" is an example 
of the kind of public discussion that is viciously 
clever and arrives nowhere. 



A Gentle Cynic — Being a Translation of the 
Book of Koheleth, Commonly Known as 
Ecclesiastes, Stripped of Later Additions; 
Also Its Origin, Growth and Interpretation. 
By Morris Jastrow, Jr. Philadelphia: Lip- 
pincott, 1019. Pp. 255. $2.00. 

This commentary represents a new depar- 
ture in methods of Biblical interpretation. 
The old-time commentary devoted itself to 
minute and detailed exegesis of the words and 

Ehrases of the book to be interpreted. On the 
asis of this elaborate and, it must be con- 
fessed, wearisome exposition, it presented in a 
section of the introduction a more or less incom- 
plete statement of the message that the book 
conveyed. The emphasis of the commentary 
as a whole was pronouncedly upon the detailed 
exegesis. This old-time commentary was part 
and parcel of a theory of Scripture in accordance 
with which the books of the Bible were regarded 
as direct and immediate communications from 
God to man. That being the case, of course, 
there could not be too much care and labor 
expended in the effort to find out to the last 
degree of accuracy precisely what was the mean- 
ing of the words thus divinely given. Indeed 
as things turned out, it was too often true that 
the commentator lost himself in a wilderness of 
detailed philological and textual investigations 



and failed to give his readers any adequate con- 
ception of the meaning and significance of the 
writer's message in its larger aspects. Such 
elaborate and painstaking exegesis can never be 
wholly abandoned; it must remain as the 
chosen field of battle for a few select scholars; 
it is indeed the indispensable basis of all sound 
interpretation. But the public will have none 
of it; they will not read the old-style com- 
mentary any longer; and so the style of exposi- 
tion for the public must undergo radical 
change. 

We now look upon the writers of the biblical 
books as engaged each in the task of bringing 
to his own generation some helpful message 
regarding the application of religion to the 
problems of life and thought in his day. These 
men faced the tasks of their generation with 
willing hearts and open eyes and worked out 
their messsage for their contemporaries exactly 
as the religious leader and statesman of to- 
day sets himself to the work of religious, social, 
or political guidance. The thing the modern 
reader of these old messages needs to know is 
the conditions amid which the writer did his 
work. Under what circumstances were those 
to whom the writing or sermon was addressed 
living? In what state of mind were they? 
What was the great religious need of their day ? 
How did this particular writer or prophet set 
himself to the task of meeting that need ? With 
what success did his efforts meet? 

From such a point of view, Professor Jas- 
trow has written this interpretation of Eccle- 
siastes. The first hundred pages or so of his 
book are given to the usual questions of intro- 
duction. The next hundred pages devote 
themselves to the reproduction of the thought 
of the original book of Ecclesiastes. This is 
the significant part of Professor Jastrow's 
work. It is an exposition of the ideas of 
Koheleth in an orderly fashion and in a way to 
enable the modern reader to understand easily 
just what Koheleth's point of view was. This 
is done in an eminently successful way. The 
interpreter of Koheleth must feel a genial sym- 
pathy with his author's attitude toward life, 
and enter appreciatively into his spirit. This 
Professor Jastrow does with remarkable suc- 
cess. He shares somewhat Koheleth's light- 
ness of touch and his gently ironic sense of 
humor and has therefore produced a commen- 
tary that is genuinely interesting. The views 
of Professor Jastrow as to the date, unity, 
purpose, and authorship of Ecclesiastes are sub- 
stantially identical with those already familiar 
to scholars as represented in McNeile's Intro- 
duction and in Barton's Commentary. 

The volume is brought to a close by a new 
translation of Ecclesiastes from which all the 
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